SARAH

were upon her. Her teats were seen at some revel, and
the French Ambassador wrote a sneering letter about them
for the gossips of Versailles.

* There was a small ball last Friday at the Duchess of York's
where Lady Hamilton's sister who is uncommonly good-looking
had far more wish to cry than to dance. Churchill who is her
suitor says that he is attacked by consumption and must take the
air in France. I only wish I were as well as he. The truth is
that he wishes to free himself from intrigues. His father urges
him to marry one of his relations who is very rich and very ugly,
and will not consent to his marriage with Miss Jennings. He is
also said to be not a little avaricious and I hear from the various
Court ladies that he has pillaged the Duchess of Cleveland, and
that she has given him more than the value of 100,000 livres.
They make out that it is he who has quitted her and that she has
taken herself off in chagrin to France to rearrange her affairs. If
Churchill crosses the sea, she will be able to patch things up
with him. Meanwhile she writes agreeably to the Duchess of
Sussex conjuring her to go with her husband to the country and
to follow her advice but not her example.1

Thus Courtin. We must make allowance for his own love
of scandal, and for the palates he sought to spice : but here,
at any rate, we have a definite situation. Courtin's letter is
dated November 27, 1676. We see that John's relations with
Barbara have ended ; that his father is pressing him to marry
Catharine Sedley; that he is deeply in love with Sarah, but
does not feel justified in his poverty in proposing marriage;
that she is indignant at his delay and miserable about the other
women and all the uncertainty and the gossip. We see her
magnificent in her prolonged ordeal. We see John for the
only time in these pages meditating flight from a field the
difficulties of which seemed for the moment beyond his
sagacious strength. Well is it said that the course of true
love never did run smooth. The next chapter will, however,
carry the lovers to their hearts' desire,

1 Courtin to Louvois, November zy/December 7, 1676; Cornspondance pohtiqtte,
Anglctirre, t. 120 Q f. 248.
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